Badal is lying,
govt will not
give even a drop
extra water to
Raj: AAP

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh:

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Punjab has denied
the talk of giving more
water to Rajasthan. The
AAP  Punjab  chief
spokesperson Malvinder
Singh Kang said that
Sukhbir Badal is lying on
the issue of water. He
said that the Mann gov-
ernment is not going to
give even a drop extra
water to Rajasthan,

Through a video on
Wednesday, Kang hit
back at Sukhbir Badal
and said that Sukhbir
Badal was deliberately
spreading lies to defame
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann and the Aam Aad-
mi Party. But now the
people of Punjab are not
going to be misled by his
lies:

Kang said that Punjab
is already acutely short of
water, so there is not
even a possibility of giv-
ing more water to other
states. He said that there
has never been any talk of
giving more water than
what is geing to Ra-
jasthan for the last 60-70
vears. Rajasthan will not
get even a drop extra wa-
ter than that.

He said that the oppo-
sition is accusing the
Mann government of giv-
ing Punjab's water to oth-
er states, while the fact is
that the Mann govern-
ment is contnuously tak-
ing major decisions to
save Punjab's water and
improve the condition of
farmers and agriculture.
The Mann Government
is working to irrigate
fields with canal water,
where canal water has
not reached for years, so
that ground water can be
saved. Opposition par-
ties are unable to digest
these steps, that is why
many opposition leaders
are telling lies to defame
the Mann government.
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Hard work of farmers establishing UP as

'economic superpower' in country: Adityanath

Lucknow:
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Aditvanath on
Wednesday said the hard
work of farmers is estab-
lishing the state as an "eco-
nomic superpower” in the
country and highlighted
that villages are now mov-
ing ahead with technology.
Referring to the nine
years of the Narendra Modi
dispensation, he also said in
these years, the nation has
seen farimers and labourers
becoming the agenda of a
government for the first
time in history.
Inangurating a campaign
to link farmers with the
PM Kisan Samman Nidhi
Yojana, the chief minister
said that "a total of 2.63
crore lakh farmers" in the
state have joined the central
scheme and "Rs 55.800
crore has been transferred
to the bank accounts of our
farmers in the state under
the scheme so far".
"Despite this, we heard
from some farmers that the
money is not reaching
them. In view of this, the
process of Aadhaar au-
thentication is being start-
ed on alarge scale, so that
100 per cent eligible farm-
ers can benefit from this
scheme," he said.
Adityanath also launched

the logo of the 'Darshan’
portal, which will provide
information on benefits of
agriculfural facilities, and
started the registration of
farmers for various grants
and services.

"They (farmers) do not
belong to any caste, creed
and religion, but are the
ones who fulfil the needs of
society with their hard work

CM Dhami asks officials to
prepare roadmap to achieve
goals of strong Uttarakhand @25

TOPSTORY NEWS
Dehradun:

Chiet Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami on Wednes-
day gave necessary in-
structions to the officers
during the review of the
short. medium and long
term roadmap of agricul-
ture and horticulture de-
partments to achieve the
goals of strong Utlarak-
hand @ 25.

He emphasised that bet-
ter marketing arrange-
ments should be made so
that the farmers get a good
price for their produce. To
double the income of the
farmers, special attention
should be given to pro-
mate high value crops.

The CM called for in-
creasing production of mil -
lets to strengthen the econ-
omy of the farmers. He
said that proper arrange-
ments should be made to
buy millets at the pur-
chase centers and the
women of self-help groups
who will buy ‘maduwa’
from farmers at the mini-
mum support price, should
be given incentive soon.

He directed the officials
to work on the establish-
ment of polyhouses in the
state. The cabinet has de-
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cided to give 70 percent
subsidy to the farmers for
this.

He said that the fruits,
flowers and vegetables pro-
duced in these polyhouses
will be sent across the
country. For this, it has
been decided to set up
mandis in Garhwal and
Kumaon.

The Chief Minister said
that special atiention
should be paid to branding,
packaging and marketing
of products to promote lo-
cal products of Uttarak-
hand. Work should be
done expeditiously under
the Kiwi and Apple mis-
sion. There are many pos-
sibilities in the state in the
field of beekeeping which is
a good medium to increase
the income of farmers.
Special efforts are needed
to work in this direction.

SJVN achieved record annual
income of Rs. 3,299 cr: Dr Sharma

Sushil Kumar Sharma
Shimla

The Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam
(SJTVN) has recorded high-
est ever revenue of Rs. 3209
crores during financial year
2022-23, The previous
highest were recorded in
FY 2014-15 when revenues
were Rs. 3256 crores. He
further said that revenues
registered a growth of
25.67% compared to last
yvear when these were Rs.
2606 crores. The Board also
recommended dividend of
Rs.1.77 per share (on face
value of Rs. 10/ - per share).
This was announced by Dr
Nand Lal Sharma, Chair-
manand Managing Direc-
tor, SIVN.

Dy Sharma further in-
formed that SJVN has
recorded Profit After Tax
(PAT) of Rs. 1363.45 crores
in FY 2022-23 which is
39.48% more than the pre-
vious fiscal when PAT was
Rs. 977.52 crores. While
the net worth of SIVN in-
creased from Rs. 13128
crores to Rs. 13822 crores
which translates into an in-
crease of around Rs. 6u4
crores,

He said that Profit before

Tax has

inereased by
28.93% which is Rs.1732.13
crores as compared to Rs.
134344 crores during FY
5021-22. The Earing per
Share (EPS) has also in-
creased from Rs. 2,60 to Rs.
3.50 during the period an
increase of 34.61%

Dr. Sharma further told
that STVN has successfully
achieved its ambitious Cap-
ital Expenditure (CAPEX)
target for fiscal year 2022-
214. With Rs. 8240 crores,
the company has surpassed
the target of Rs. 8,000
erores assigned by the Min-
istry of Power, Govt. of In-
dia. Under the visionary
leadership of Hon'ble Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

and guidance of Hon'ble

Union Power Minister R K
Singh, SIVN has achieved
this target to contribute in
economic and infrastrue-
tural growth of the Nation.
Sh. Sharma apprised that
the CAPEX target of Rs
8,000 crores was the third
highest amongst power
CPSEs for FY 2022-23. De-
riving Confidence and Rid-
ing High on this achieve-
ment, SJTVN is now set to
achieve the gigantic CAPEX.
target of Rs 10,000 crores
for FY 2023-24. Currently
SIVN is construeting 14
Power Projects and 2 Trans-
mission lines across India
and in neighboring country
of Nepal.

and feed the country and
the world, Due to the hard
work of the farmers of Ut-
tar Pradesh, today, the state
is being established as an
eConomic Superpower in
the country,” he said.
"From today, this big
campaign is starting in all
55,000 gram panchayats of
the state," the chief minis-
ter said and added that of-

ficials of the agriculture and
revenue department as well
as post offices will join it to
connect "the eligible farm-
ers with the scheme in every
village". The initiative will
be publicised in every vil-
lage for the benefit of all
farmers, Adityanath said.

This campaign is to pay
respect to farmers and all
organisations associated

with this campaign will
complete iton alarge scale,
he said and this will solve
the complaints coming from
farmers and "I hope that af-
ter June 10, no farmer of UP
will complain of being de-
nied the benefits of this
scheme". He said that today,
villages are moving forward
with technology and land
records have been digitised
to a large extent, ending
disputes.

"Earlier, disputes were a
regular affair. Through the
PM Swamitva Yojana, prop-
erty ownership rights have
been provided to scores of
farmers. So far, 56 lakh
houses have been made
available in Uttar Pradesh
and by the end of this year,
houses will be provided to
1.5 crore families for which
the survey work has been
completed,” the chief min-
ister said.

The facility of the BC
Sakhi Yojana and Village
Secretariat are being pro-
vided in rural areas, he said
and added that "banking
facilities have started in vil-
lages and now one does not
need to go elsewhere'. Tech-
nology is the need of today
and work is going on to take
it forward in the villages in
a better way, Adityanath
said.

JICA aided Forestry, NRM projects to
enhance HP's green cover: Sukhu

Vikram Chaudhary
D'Shala
Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
addressed the three days

12th Annual Workshop of

Japan Infernational Coop-
eration Agency (JICA) as-
sisted Forestry and Natural
Resource Management
(NRM) Projects held in
Shimla on Wednesday. The
Chief Minister asked the
forest department to begin
preparations for the second
phiase of the project, ensur-
ing that areas not currently
covered are included.

Speaking through online
mode from Dharmshala,
Sukhu highlighted the im-
portance of increasing the
green cover in Himachal
Pradesh and said that cwr-
rently, the state has a green
cover of about 28 percent
and the goal was to raise it
to 30 percent by 2030.

He said that the JICA-
funded Forestry and NRM
Projects have been instru-
mental in enhancing the
green cover to achieve this
objective. Plantations have
been done on more than
4.600 hectares using ad-
vanced techniques and tech-
nological interventions over
the past two years. The praj-
ects have also focused on

developing nurseries and
improving planting stock
with an aim to produce over

60 lakh quality seedlingg of

various useful species for
community and forestry
purposes. Additionally, the
modernization of 72 nurs-
eries across the state is un-
derway, Sukhu said.

The Chief Minister ac-
knowledged the significant
role of forests in an agrari-
an state like Himachal
Pradesh. where the popula-
tion heavily relies on forest
resources for their liveli-
hoods and ecosvstem serv-
ices. He emphasized the
need to preserve and en-
hance forest wealth, espe-
cially in the context of glob-
al concerns over climate
change and the search for
environmentally friendly

solutions.

The Chief Minister com-
mended the project's efforts
in strengthening joint forest
management achivities

through the formation of

460 Village Forest Devel-
opment Societies (VFDS)
and over poo Selt Help
Groups (SHGs) across sev-
en districts. The project has
also prioritized skill up-
grading and egpacity build-
ing for forest-dependent
communities and forest
field staff. More than 15,000
individuals have been
trained in livelihood activi-
ties and forest regeneration
with the aim of minimizing
the risks posed by climate
change and related disas-
ters, he said.

Expressing the govern-
ment's commitment to the
green and sustainable de-
velopment of the state, the
Chief Minister stated that
making Himachal Pradesha
Green State is one of the key
pillars of the new state gov-
ernment’s agenda. The state
government has launched
several initidtives in this re-
gard and expects them fo
vield positive resultsin the
future, He said that the
JICA-funded project aligns
well with the state’s vision
for a Green State.

9 months jail for guilty in
cheque bouncing case

The Addl CIM court has
sentenced an accused found
guilty of bounecing of
cheque and announced the
imprisonment of ¢ months
and ordered the guilty to
pay total of Rs 215 lakh, the
fine including the loan
amount of a bank. Addi-
tional Chief Judicial Mag-
istrate Axi Sharma an-
nounced the sentenced on
Ram Singh (s/o Khub Ram
village Segali Tehsil Sadar
district Mandi) in the case
registered by Union Bank of
India, Mandi u/s 138 Ne-
gotiable Act.In case of non-
payment of fine, the convict
will also bave to undergo
additional imprisonment
of one month.

Advocate Mahesh
Chopra of the bank plead-
ed that Ram Singh had tak-
en a loanfrom Union Bank

He was not repaying if.
When he was repeatedly
asked to return it, he gave a
cheque (number 0160359 to
the bank on 26 December
2014) for Rs13 lakhs. This
cheque got bounced from
the bank with the comment
that there is not enough
money in his account.

A notice was issued to
him on this, but when no
positive reply was received,
the bank filed a case in the
court. After discussing all
the aspects of the case, the
court decided that Ram
Singh is guilty in this case
and he will have to under-
go imprisonment for 9
months. He will also have
to pay Rs 21.50 lakh. This
amount will be deposited in
the complainant bank. If
the amount is not paid,
then he will have to un-
dergo one month's impris-
onment,

KDA VC launches campaign
against illegal colonisers

Avnish Tmm
Bulandshahr:
Khurja Development Au-
thority vice-chairman Dr.
Ankur Lathar haslaunched
wmpaign  against illegal
colonisers,

He hasvacated hundreds
of bighas of land while tak-
ing demolition action on il-
legal colonies and plots be-
ing developed without pass-
ing the map.

Latharsaid that 642 bigha
land in Bulandshahr and
457 bigha land in Khurja
have been vacated while
taking action to demolish il-
legal colonies.

The authority vice-chair-
man said that Rs 501.58
lakh hag been collected from

Bulandshahr and Rs 17.02
lakh from Khurja in lieu of
mitigation fee and map fee.
Lathar told thatthe work
of construction of many
parksis going on in the city,
along with the beautification
of Kisan Chowk, Maharana
Pratap Chauraha, many
schemes are being run,

We have rightly addressed water crisis
in southern Haryana: CM Khattar

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief Minis-
ter Manohar Lal stat-
ed that preparations
are being made to en-
sure that basic ameni-
ties and services reach
the doorsteps of the
peaple. Notably, this is
the fifth Jan Samvad
programme ut village
Balaha Kalan in Ma-
hendragarh district on

Wednesday.

“In the last eight
and a half years, un-
precedented effort has
been done to provide
water to the tail end in
southern Haryana,
and during the present
state government’s
tenure constant efforts
have been made to
eliminate the water
crisis situation in
southern Harvana,” he
added.

The Chief Minister
said that the district
administration has
taken laudable strides
inthe direction of wa-
ter conservation. In
an appeal to the lo-
cals, Sh. Manohar Lal
stated that evervone

should store water in
order to boost the wa-
ter level. He informed
the residents that a
canal would be built as
needed in the region to
alleviate the water sit-
uation.

Manchar Lal also
shared the state gov-
ernment’s plan to
build a four-kilome-
tre canal, provided if
the villagers of Goad,
Balaha Kalan, and
Khurd agree upon
muaking the land avail-
able. He also issued
directions to the offi-
cers concerned to find
a permanent splution
to the water problem
in the Nalwati region.

Taking note of the
issue regarding the
distribution of less
quantity of ration be-
ing given by ration de-
pot holders, the Chief
Minister directed the
DFSC to ensure mon-
itoring of the ration
depots in the district,
and orders were is-
sued to take action
wherever less ration
is being given by ra-
tion depot holders,

He stated that the
government is com-
pletely focused on the
advancement of edu-
cation and that guali-
ty education is being
offered to children
coming from rural ar-
eas in government
schools: if there is a
need to update
sihools, schools would
be tipgraded in accor-
dance with the regu-
lations, said the Chief
Minister.

He said that a new
medical college is be-
ing built in the village
of Kharivawas and
Mahendragarh would
get the medieal col-
lege by nextyear. A lo-
gisties centre will also
be established in Ma-
hendragarh distriet's
Basirpur, and a new
industrial sector will
be developed in Khu-
dana village, creating
job possibilities.

The Chief Minister
stated that transform-
ers will be installed in
the agriculture sector
to provide a consis-
tent electricity supply
to the Dhanis.
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